Historical Evanton

This panel explores Evanton through the years - providing a little
information on some of our most important local history.
Warships
From earliest times the
Cromarty Firth was a
means of transport, a
moat and a larder for
the local inhabitants. It
had become
established as an
important naval base
for the North Sea Fleet
before WWI, and then
in 1922, a military
airfield was built on the
north shore of the Firth a mile east of Evanton. It
was originally known as RAF Novar, but by the
1930s this had become RAF Evanton, also known
as HMS Fieldfare to the
Royal Navy, when its
main role was to service
the Fleet Air Arm aircraft
based on the ships of
the fleet. The airfield
closed in 1947. Since the 1970s parts of the site
have been used to house industries associated with
the North Sea oil boom, and despite the fact that
this is well past its peak, Deephaven Industrial
Estate remains an important part of the local
economy.
Glenskiach Distillery

War Memorial

Airfield
The airfield was created to serve the needs of the Royal Navy which
needed a shore base for aircraft of the Fleet Air Arm when at
Invergordon. Completed in 1922, this was originally known as Novar
airfield, as it lay on the Novar Estate.With the arrival of World War
II, Evanton airfield
became HMS Fieldfare
between 1937 and 1944,
training many airmen.
On ceasing being a
military site it was
developed to become a
busy industrial estate.

Occupying a prominent position at the
entrance to the village the War
Memorial commemorates the men of
the village who fell during WW1 and
WW2 and more recent armed conflicts.
Estates
Historically the dominant surname in
the locality is Munro with Foulis Estate
to the south and west of the village. At
one time this included the now separate
properties of Swordale and Wyvis. It
has been owned by the same family
since at least C14th and is still the home
of the Clan Chief. Balconie (Inchcoulter)
between the Rivers Sgitheach and
Glass, fell into the hands of the
rival Clan Mackenzie at an early
date, whilst Novar Estate, the
largest property in the area, is
mostly the creation of General Sir
Hector Munro (1726-1805).
MacKenzie’s Garage
This successful garage once
provided employment within the
village. The owner was an
innovative engineer who developed a
number of contrivances including a
bicycle and a renowned, and
commercially successful, turnip cutter.

The Distillery on the south
bank of the River Sgitheach
was founded by the
Glenskiach Distillery
Company (by the Ross family) at the end of 1896, but only remained in
operation for 30 years becoming a victim of the economic depression of the
late 1920’s. The buildings have been demolished with the exception of the
Manager’s House and Office which retains the timekeeping clock.
Culcairn Mill
The Mill operated with water
drawn from the river Glass
powering the corn and meal mills.
Latterly, it powered a turbine
providing electricity to the centre
of the village in the 1930’s. The
building was converted into
housing in the 1980’s
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